
ERA PERIOD Million Years  Ago EVENTS 

CENOZOIC  ( Age of Mammals ) 
66.0 million years  ago  –  Modern   Day 

MESOZOIC 
  
 

252.2 – 66.0 
million years  ago 

Cretaceous 
Extinction  of Dinosaurs  

145.0 – 66.0 
 Extinction  Event  (Dinosaurs Die Off) 

Flowering plants appear 
Mosasaurs    dominate  the  sea  

Gondwana   breaks   up 

Jurassic 
Dinosaurs are dominant 

201.3 – 145.0 
Pangaea  splits into Laurasia & Gondwana 

First  Birds appear 
Ichthyosaurs and Plesiosaurs diversify 

Plants and rainforests flourish 

Triassic 
First  Dinosaurs appear 

252.2 – 201.3 
First Mammals appear 

First Crocodilians appear 
First Pterosaurs appear 
Reptiles are dominant 

PALEOZOIC ( Age of Invertebrates, Fishes and Amphibians ) 
541.0 – 252.2 million years ago 

PRECAMBRIAN 
4600.0 – 541.0  million  years   ago 

Formation  of  Earth 
 

(Age of Reptiles)
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amuel was running, faster than 
he’d ever run before. Faster than when 
he had to get away from those nasty 
Primary 6 boys. And faster than when he 
had won the hundred-metre sprint at last 
year’s Sports Day. 

He was running for his life. From a 
dinosaur. A real. Life. Dinosaur. With a 
lizard-like head, razor-sharp teeth, arms 
reaching towards him with long curved 
claws, it was frighteningly fast on its two 
legs, its tail swinging as it chased him. 
Even its feet had menacing claws. Just 
like the raptors in Jurassic Park – only 
this one was real! 

Wasn’t it just a while ago that he was 
safe with his classmates at the Science 

Museum looking at ancient dinosaur 
bones? How, how, how on earth had he 
gotten himself into this? 

Samuel usually loved dinosaurs. 
He’d been over the moon when Mr Tan 
said their class would get to go on an 
excursion to the dinosaur exhibition at 
the Science Museum as a special treat 
for doing well in their CA2 exams. The 
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shelves in his room were filled with 
books about these incredible reptiles 
and sometimes he couldn’t wait to get 
home from school just so he could pore 
over them or jump onto his computer 
to look up more cool dinosaur facts, 
watch dinosaur videos and download 
more pictures. There were pictures of 
dinosaurs stuck all over his room, all 
neatly grouped by genus and species.

Apart from that, Samuel considered 
himself to be quite an average boy. 
Neither short nor tall, big nor small. Just 
average. Somehow, he had been born a 
fast runner and his parents made him 
participate in sports. He hated every 
school subject except science. He couldn’t 
help being curious about everything 
around him. He went through a phase 
of being fascinated by water. What was 
water? What made it feel wet? How did 
squiggly tadpoles become frogs? How 
could a planet such as Pluto now not be 
a planet? He had endless questions. But 
most of the time, he kept them to himself 
and hated having to speak up in class. 

Unfortunately, that didn’t stop Mr Tan 
from calling on him for the right answer 
in science class after his classmates gave 
incorrect answers. Every. Single. Time. 

Right now, he just had one question – 
how did he get from looking at dinosaur 
fossils to being chased by a real-life one?

Just a while ago, their teachers Mr 
Tan and Miss Foo were herding all of 
them towards the entrance of the Science 
Museum. 

“Class 4B!” said Mr Tan in his 
booming voice before they went inside. 
“What can you tell me about dinosaurs?”

“They were the biggest living things 
on Earth!” someone shouted.

“Dinosaurs came in all shapes and 
sizes!” a boy yelled.

“They were terrible monsters that 
breathed fire!” a girl piped up.

Samuel chuckled to himself at that 
last statement. Whoever said that was 
probably thinking of dragons. After all, 
dinosaurs most certainly didn’t spit 
fire, nor were they monsters. And they 
weren’t mythical.
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Soon enough, almost every student 
was shouting out answers or jumping 
excitedly and waving their arms to catch 
their teachers’ attention. The din was 
getting deafening now, and annoyed 
onlookers glanced in the direction of  
the class.

Mr Tan raised both hands and 
gestured sternly at them to be quiet. 
After several seconds, the students began 
to shush one another and eventually they 
all fell silent. Mr Tan was usually a nice 
teacher, but his punishments were also 
the harshest. To disobey him was to ask 
for trouble. Big. Big. Trouble! 

Samuel vividly remembered the time 
Ahmad talked back to Mr Tan despite 
being late for class. The tremendous 
scolding and extra homework Mr Tan 
dealt out to the defiant boy was enough to 
have Ahmad crying pitifully for an hour 
afterwards.

“Now, now, class, what have I always 
said? Raise your hand if you want to say 
something. You are not a bunch of wild 
monkeys,” Mr Tan said firmly. “Let’s 

start again. What can you tell me about 
dinosaurs?”

Amusingly, Class 4B stayed silent. No 
one dared to say anything or raise their 
hands.

As Samuel ran through dozens of 
dinosaur facts in his head, a hand from 
the back of the class shot up confidently. 
It was none other than Anna, his best 
friend.

Mr Tan gestured in her direction and 
Anna said loudly, “Dinosaurs are not 
really extinct! They still live among us as 
birds!”

Class 4B’s reaction was immediate. 
Everyone chortled as if that were the 
most ridiculous thing they had ever 
heard. Samuel was the only one who 
didn’t laugh, because he knew that most 
dinosaur experts agreed with her.

He saw Anna’s cheeks suddenly 
glow red which he knew was a bad sign. 
Before she could explode and get herself 
into trouble, he made himself speak up. 

“It’s true!” he said indignantly. “You 
can read about it online. Many scientists 
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think that birds and crocodiles are the 
closest living relatives of dinosaurs. 
Some even think they should now be 
grouped under the same family tree!”

The class erupted with loud noises of 
disbelief and Samuel had to shout to get 
himself heard.

“ENOUGH!” Mr Tan roared. “One more 
outburst from the lot of you and I will 
cancel this excursion!”

Class 4B shut up instantly. 

“Now form up in twos and follow me,” 
Mr Tan said snappishly.

Suddenly on their best behaviour, 
everyone kept their mouths firmly shut 
and scrambled to line up behind him. A 
premature end to their Science Museum 
dinosaur trip was definitely the last 
thing they wanted.

Anna gave Samuel a grateful smile 
and whispered, “Thanks for standing up 
for me, Samuel.”

Samuel grinned back. After all, that 
was what best friends were for. And Anna 
had stood up for him when he needed it.

Anna was a strapping girl with a huge 
ponytail. She and Samuel were sorted 
into the same class last year and he 
quickly learnt that she was one of the 
loudest, bravest and most interesting 
girls in school. During recess one day, 
Samuel was tucking into his bowl of laksa 
when two huge Primary 6 boys sauntered 
up to his table and told him to shove off. 
It wasn’t the first time they had picked 
on him. Anna came running up, shook 
her fist in their faces and told them 
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firmly to find another table. To Samuel’s 
amazement, the older and bigger boys 
backed off. He instantly became best 
friends with her.

Anna had no love for school or for any 
subjects, though she was a pretty good 
discus thrower and didn’t mind PE. And 
she was interested enough in dinosaurs 
that Samuel could feel comfortable 
talking to her for hours about them.

With Mr Tan leading the way and 
Miss Foo trailing behind, Class 4B 
entered the Science Museum.

each out your left hand, please,” a 
tall man standing by the ticketing gate 
said to Samuel.

He obeyed and the usher pressed a 
stamp firmly onto the back of his hand.

“This is for you to re-enter, so you do 
not need to buy a new ticket if you are 
coming in again today,” he explained, 
reading the questioning gaze in Samuel’s 
eyes, before stamping Anna’s hand too.

Everyone had to wait till the entire 
class had gotten their re-entry stamps. 
A pretty woman with brown hair in a 
Science Museum shirt and jeans was 
there to greet them.

“Good morning, Class 4B!” she said 
in a delighted tone. “I am Vanessa and I 


